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Just a few months ago, I watched on television as young students in 
school yards from Newfoundland to British Columbia joined together to 
sing the national anthem. The children who raised their voices in song 
were of many different ethnic backgrounds. They sang together as a 
symbolic expression of their belief in Canada and in our future together. 

This expression of faith demonstrates our common understanding of 
what we are all about as Canadians, of what it means to live together in 
this country, and to share equally in its bounty. It is through education 
that we must continue to promote the acceptance and understanding that 
binds us to one another. Through the guidance and the efforts of dedi- 
cated teachers, understanding and goodwill can be passed on to the 
nation’s young people. 

For our educators are not only trustees of our schools but trustees of 
our future. Their role has never been as important as it is now. The 
challenges of our society — be they economic, social or legal — are 
lived out every day in schoolrooms across the country. Indeed, Cana- 
dian schools are no longer the peaceful havens they once were, shielded 
from the problems of the outside world. Their windows are open, and 
the troubled world stage is in full view. Our children have to grow up 
faster these days; we must therefore try to equip them early to cope with 
a complex and difficult world. 

Educators now realize that it is not enough to simply teach a child to 
read and write or to solve math equations. We must put the whole child 
in focus. The child who internalizes feelings of inferiority because of 
discrimination in the schoolground can find it difficult to enjoy the 
challenges and rewards of learning, and, by extension, the challenges 
and rewards of Canadian citizenship. 

More than ever before, education is viewed as the key to promoting 
social change and progress. That places a great responsibility on our 
teachers and the system they work in. Sometimes it may seem a little 
overwhelming — so many competing interests and objectives, so much 
potential to be realized in our young people. What it really boils down 
to is teaching understanding. In my view, that is the most immediate and 
pressing concern in our country today and the highest service our 
educational system can provide to future generations. 

The promotion of mutual respect and understanding must be at the 
heart of our concept of nationhood. It forms the underpinning for the 
myriad of questions we as Canadians are asking ourselves: What 
ambitions do we have for Canada? What kind of country do we want to 
live in? And what kind of country do we plan to leave to our children? 
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Awards for Excellence 


_As part of special events com- 
memorating March 21, the Interna- 
tional Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination, the Honourable 
Gerry Weiner, Minister of State for 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship, 
announced last year the establishment 
of a new Award for Excellence in 
Race Relations. Up to twelve awards 
will be given each year in recognition 
of innovative and exceptional commit- 
ment to social justice and the eradica- 
tion of all forms of racial discrimina- 
tion. Recipients are selected from 
three categories: not-for-profit © 
organizations, for-profit organizations 
and individuals. For information 
about this award and nomination 
forms please write to: 


“Awards for Excellence in 
Race Relations” 
Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KIA OMS 


Closing date for nominations is 
November 30, 1990. 


Answering these questions and passing on what we learn to our 
children will affirm what has always been a fundamental principle of the 
Canadian Confederation: that compromise, cooperation and accommoda- 
tion to the needs of others are essential to our survival. 

This is also the message of multiculturalism today. The rich diversity 
of our population and the many differences between individual Canadians 
should not pose a threat to our unity as a country. Instead, these qualities 
can enrich our society and give it strength. Canada has been fashioned 
from the efforts and contributions of millions of people from all around 
the world, as well as by a richly diverse indigenous population. And if 
one thing is certain, it is that our schools are a microcosm of our 
multicultural society. 

This government passed the world’s first Multiculturalism Act. We 
are pursuing a vigorous race relations program to pave the way for true 
equality. We need parallel efforts in our schools — working models — 
as Canada continues to become increasingly culturally diverse. Through- 
out this issue of Together, we see living examples of what is already 
being done. 

I urge you all to become involved, not only educators, but caring 
Canadians from all walks of life. One place to begin is by making certain 
that your institution reflects the multicultural reality of Canada. This 
may seem an impossible task. It means capturing the essence of the 
Canadian spirit and teaching it to others. We must make it clear that 
prejudice has no place on the schoolgrounds, in the classroom or any- 
where in our society. We must teach our young people that being a 
Canadian means sharing in a strong, complex and precious identity. 

Educators have a leadership role in this mission. Our students will be 
looking to their teachers for the guidance and inspiration which will keep 
them strong and united in the years to come, and which will make them 
proud to be called Canadians. When they turn the pages of their history 
books, our children will discover that Canada has been shaped by peoples 
of many different origins. Then they will have pride in themselves. Then 
they will know understanding. 


oa 


Gerry Weiner 
Minister of State for Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
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The power of education 


Dr. Sir S. Radhakrisnan, philoso- 
pher, humanist and a former Vice- 
President of India, once said that the 
aim of education was “to produce not 
the physical or the intellectual, not the 
political or the economic person, but 
the moral and spiritual person, the 
complete, the whole person.” 

In a multicultural society such as 
ours, developing the potential of the 
“whole person” means understanding 
the origins, cultures, languages and 
religions that make up our population. 
It also means recognizing the powerful 
role education can play in fostering 
understanding and combatting racism 
and discrimination. 


Defining the terms 

The term “multicultural education” 
is broad and has often been interpreted 
in different ways. A practical defini- 
tion would encompass policies and 
practices developed at every level of 
the educational system to promote an 
appreciation and understanding of the 
rich variety of cultures in Canada, and 
the unique contribution that each 
member of our society can make to 
Canada. 

For well over a decade now, 
Canadians have been acquainted with 
the concept of multicultural education. 
Less familiar, perhaps, is the term 
“anti-racist education,” which refers to 
an approach popular in England and 
the United States and gaining ground 
rapidly in Canada. 

Carol Tator and Dr. Frances Henry 
are co-authors of a recent study of 
multicultural education in Canada 
entitled Multiculturalism: Translating 
Policy into Practice. They describe 
the goal of anti-racist education as 
“changing the institutional and 
organizational policies and practices 
which have a discriminatory impact, 
and changing individual behaviours 
and attitudes that reinforce racism.” 
At the heart of this approach is the 
conviction that racial discrimination is 


systemic, rooted within the policies 
and practices of our educational 
institutions. 


Does policy 
equal practice? 

Undertaken with support from 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, this new study explores the 
extent to which official policies on 
multiculturalism, race and ethnic 
relations and anti-racist education 
have filtered down into the policies 
and practices of Canada’s educational 
institutions and systems. Specifically, 
its goals were to provide a vehicle for: 
¢ the monitoring and evaluation of 
“state-of-the-art” educational 
processes as they relate to multi- 
culturalism, race relations and anti- 
racist education in Canada; and 


¢ the sharing and disseminating of 
information as a resource to educators 
who are committed to multicultural 
change and social, cultural and 
economic equity for all Canadians. 
The findings of this study are 
unsettling but can be attributed in part 
to the early stages of policy develop- 
ment in school boards. The study’s 
authors conclude that the issues of 


multiculturalism and equity are 
noticeably absent from school board 
agendas and from the priorities of 
education ministries/departments in 
many areas of the country. 

While some educational institutions 
have developed policies, many have 
failed to translate these into programs. 
For certain institutions, multicultural 
education conjures up images of 
painted eggs and folk dances, say the 
authors. Many teachers regard it as 
optional on the study curriculum. 
There is also a shortage of resource 
material, and where this does exist, 
there is the further problem of 
disseminating it. 

As this study points out, 
multicultural education must be much 
more than a celebration of ethnicity; 
above all, it must be integrated into the 
whole curriculum. The real challenge, 
according to these authors, lies in 
recognizing and responding to the 
racial barriers that permeate the 
educational system. 


Towards future action 

The recommendations of this 
landmark report are wide-ranging and 
affect every facet of the educational 
process. They include: 
+ developing guidelines for identify- 
ing cultural or racial biases in text- 
books and other learning materials; 
* introducing diverse writings by 
novelists and poets of various 
ethnocultural backgrounds into 
literature and language arts courses; 
¢ developing culturally unbiased 
instruments for assessing and placing 
immigrant and visible-minority 
children; 
¢ mobilizing parents to get involved 
in school activities; 
* providing educators with anti-racist 
or multicultural training, so that they 
acquire the skills and knowledge they 
need to identify and combat racism; 


Power, to page 6 


National conferences, such as those 
organized by the Canadian Council for 
Multicultural and Intercultural Educa- 
tion (CCMIE), bring people together 
to share ideas and develop solutions. 

Formed in 1981, CCMIE is a 
coordinating council of eleven provin- 
cial and territorial associations. Its 
purpose is to make educational 
institutions and the communities they 
serve responsive to the increasingly 
diverse nature of the Canadian popula- 
tion. According to Sonia Morris, 
CCMIE’s President, the organization’s 
ultimate goal is to achieve equality of 
educational outcome. In her view, we 
will only be able to say that the 
education system is being true to its 
mandate when factors such as lan- 
guage, culture, beliefs, religion and 
physical appearance — as well as their 
attendant socio-economic circum- 
stances — cease to act as barriers to 
the realization of individual and group 
potential. 

“Taking Ownership” will be the 
theme of the CCMIE’s fourth national 
conference, due to take place in 
Ottawa from November 22 to 24, 
1990. The Assembly of First Nations 
will make a keynote presentation at 
the conference, which will explore 
multicultural, intercultural and race 
relations education. Other guest 
speakers will include Rosemary 
Brown, feminist writer and lecturer 
and Executive Director of MATCH 


NATIONAL SCENE 


In Multiculturalism: Translating Policy into Practice authors Carol Tator 
and Dr. Frances Henry commend individual efforts made by educators, 
educational institutions and organizations across the country to eliminate 
systemic barriers in educational practices. Their report documents some of 
these initiatives b y presenting case studies on schools, school boards, 
nts, professional associations and = groups — 
with a commitment to the multicultural ideal. | 
In this issue of Together, we highlight some of the initiatives and activities 

that are under way across the country in the field of multicultural and anti- 
‘racist education affecting primary/secondary and post-secondary institutions. 


CCMIE: coordination is key 


International, and Jacques Languirand, 
Quebec broadcaster and author. Some 
of the key topics to be discussed at the 
conference are: 
e First Nations education: inter- 
cultural and race-relations education 
¢ early childhood education: 
challenge and opportunity 
¢ focus on youth: perspective, 
participation and action 
* race relations education: curricu- 
lum, evaluation and research 
* promoting equity in education and 
its institutions. 

Following the conference, CCMIE 
plans to produce a series of publica- 
tions, each focusing on one of the 


| 
Law schools recruit visible minorities 


Sometimes it isn’t enough just to set 
aside places for students from disad- 
vantaged minorities; admission 
requirements may actually favor 
students from higher income, non- 
minority groups. 

Drawing on the successful experi- 
ence of the University of Saskatch- 
ewan’s 16-year-old program for native 
law students, Dalhousie Law School 
and York University’s Osgoode Law 
School have recently set up special 
programs for minority students. The 
idea is to help such students overcome 


themes discussed. They will include 
the best papers presented on the topic 
in question and the resulting recom- 
mendations. It is hoped that these 
publications will serve as a valuable 
resource for those working at the 
municipal, provincial/territorial and 
federal levels of government, as well 
as a springboard for ideas on how 
CCMIE can help boards, schools, 
teachers, organizations and commu- 
nity groups to put the conference 
recommendations to work. 

Other CCMIE activities have 
included producing a videotape on the 
experiences of ethnic and visible 
minority students in French schools 
across Canada; organizing early 
childhood education and race rela- 
tions education symposia, a travelling 
exhibit for regional conferences, and 
student-teacher exchange projects; 
carrying out research, and producing 
publications. 

In a move designed to increase its 
interaction with national groups, and 
thus involve more communities across 
the country in its work, the Council 
has recently relocated its offices to 
Ottawa from Toronto. 

For more information, contact 
CCMIE, 316 Dalhousie Street, Suite 
204, Ottawa, Ontario K1N 7E7, 
(613) 233-4499. 


certain structural, economic and 
cultural barriers. For example, 
Dalhousie is offering students from 
minority groups a pre-law course to 
reduce “culture shock,” as well as 
counselling and tutorials on study 
skills. Also, courses on minority 
issues will soon be introduced into the 
regular curriculum. Under Osgoode’s 
special access program, disadvantages 
beyond those related to ethnicity will 
be taken into account, including the 
student’s family size and economic 
background. 


NATIONAL SCENE 


Students speak out on multiculturalism 


Students at Jarvis Collegiate in 
Toronto have started a multicul- 
turalism club. In the words of one 
student, the idea is to promote 
multiculturalism by learning “what 
racism is and what you can do about 
it.” Here’s what some of the other 
students said at a recent discussion 
session attended by representatives 
from Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada. 

‘“... people from other countries, 
when they come to Canada, one of the 
first things they seem to notice is that 


you’re allowed to preserve your 
culture here. It’s not an issue. It’s 


accepted.” 


multiculturalism is that it tends to 
separate the groups, . . . rather than 


bring them toghether . . . but I disagree 
with that. In Canada, when they 
promote multiculturalism, that means 
they have a certain respect for culture. 
.. our culture is not better than your 
culture.” 

“T mean, you cross the country, and 
there’s virtually every background... 
at some point we all arrived here. 
Native Canadians beat everyone toit. 
.. there’s a calm and there’s a toler- 
ance and there’s a definite comfort in 
saying ‘I’m Canadian.’ ” 


you walk down the street and you see 
so many types of different faces, 
different people in Canada. And the 
fact that we succeed in living together 
in harmony is something that isn’t to 
be scoffed at . . . the United States is 
similar in that sense but I think that 


something that people have already 


“What some people say about 


Congress ‘90: law, language and learning 


The Canadian School Trustees’ 
Association (CSTA) held Congress 
790 in Montreal from July 5 to 8. 
Presentations and workshops ad- 
dressed a wide variety of topics, 
including: the development of an 
experience-based multicultural/race 
relations policy in a school district; 
anti-racism and multiculturalism 
education; the historical development 
of the educational system for aborigi- 
nal peoples; teaching heritage lan- 
guages; and children and human 
rights. A panel made up of Rick Gill, 
commissioner with the Protestant 
School Board of Greater Montreal, 
Shirley Serafini, Assistant Under 
Secretary of State for 


Multiculturalism, and Tena 
Montague, a multiculturalism 
consultant, discussed 
multiculturalism in Canadian 
schools, including challenges 
facing school boards and 
possible ways of improving 
race relations in the schools. 

Minister of Employment 
and Immigration Barbara 
McDougall spoke about the challenges 
that schools face in meeting the 
education needs of immigrant and 
refugee children. 

Speaking to participants at lunch, 
the Honourable Gerry Weiner under- 
scored the importance of building 
national unity. 


Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada has provided financial support 
to CSTA for a variety of projects in 
the field of education. 


For more information, contact 
CSTA, 124 O’Connor Street, Suite 
505, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5M8, 
(613) 235-3724. 
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* increasing the representation of 
visible minorities within the educa- 
tional system; 

* implementing effective employ- 
ment equity programs; 

* utilizing the resources of parents 
and the community; and 

¢ establishing guidelines — for both 
staff and students — on how to 
respond to incidents of harassment 


based on visible differences in appear- 
ance or different cultural backgrounds. 


Alliance on Race Relations, Carol 
Tator writes: “... parents and spokes- 
persons from community organiza- 
tions argued eloquently that the 
fundamental issues at stake were not 
so much cultural as racial; not life- 
styles but lifechances, not heritages 
but competence; not diversity 

but disparity; not prejudice but 
discrimination.” 


Not lifestyles, but 
lifechances 

The goal of these recommendations 
is educational equity for all students 
within the educational system. In an 
article in Currents, a newsletter 
produced by the Toronto Urban 


NATIONAL SCENE 
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Canadian colleges: institutional role models 


Toronto’s George Brown College 
is an outstanding example of how 
colleges can improve race relations 
and raise cross-cultural awareness 
through practical programs. Among 
its innovations are: 

+ the development of a model multi- 
media kit, culturally sensitive counsel- 
ling materials and a training module to 
teach counsellors and community 
workers to function effectively in 
multicultural school settings; 

¢ the implementation of a race and 
ethnic relations policy and the estab- 
lishment of an affirmative action 
advisory committee, a community 
outreach program, and a multicultural 
task force; 

* areview of the education and 
training needs of Metro Toronto’s 
diverse communities entitled Access to 
Potential: A Two-Way Street; 

* acommunity worker program 
including cross-cultural and anti-racist 
strategies; 

¢ partnerships with ethno-cultural 
communities, including the Canada- 
Africa Newcomer Program and a 
nursing program with the Coalition of 
Visible Minority Women; 

¢ partnerships with social service 
agencies, including the Metro Labour 
Education and Skills Training Centre 
and Immigrant Women’s Job Place- 
ment Services; and 

* the integration of multiculturalism 
into the training program for new 
members of the faculty. 

At Vancouver Community 
College, career training and English- 
as-a-Second-Language (ESL) instruc- 
tion have been combined, providing a 
practical reason for learning a new 
language. Special programs have 
begun in Cabinet-making/ESL and 
Office Training/ESL. Another initia- 
tive of the College has been the 
establishment of a Centre for Small 
Business Development which assists 
immigrants in running their own 
businesses. The Centre operates in 


Spanish, Punjabi, Hindi and Korean. 

Vancouver Community College 
also sponsors public forums on racism 
in the community, offers cross-cultural 
counselling, provides a staff which 
speaks eight languages, runs a student 
advocacy program, and produces 
Spectrum, a publication on 
multiculturalism. 

“Tt’s a small, small world.” That 
was one of the messages being spread 
by Canadore College in North Bay, 
well known for its participation in the 
International Day for the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination held on 
March 21 each year. For two years 
the College has organized its own day; 
this year, the event brought almost 40 
elementary and secondary schools 
together to share class projects on anti- 
racism, from poems and displays to 
dancing, singing and skits. 

Local multicultural groups set up 
booths and the media played an 
important role, with the North Bay 
Nugget publishing a 16-page supple- 
ment aimed at promoting intercultural 
understanding. Next year, the see 
hopes to set up leadership 
camps and to expand the 
program all over Northern 
Ontario. The idea is also 
going national, as the 
College develops a video 
and a booklet with sugges- 
tions on how to organize 
activities for March 21, in 
the hope of reaching 814 


school boards across Canada. 

Three years ago, Canadore started a 
Native Students Services Branch to 
provide counselling to students of 
aboriginal origin, 
and there are 
several other 
programs designed 
specifically for 
these students, 
including one on 
drug and alcohol 
abuse. Staff 
members attend 
cross-cultural 
training sessions 
organized by the Dean of Student 
Services. 

Currently on the drawing board is a 
major project to develop a First 
Nations Resource Centre, which 
would house a library, offer career- 
related and aptitude-testing computer 
software, and provide a unique 
resource centre for counsellors 
working with native bands across 
Ontario. 
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To respond to the needs of students 
from minority groups, and to initiate 
policies to help these students succeed, 
community colleges and institutes 
should focus on both professional 
development and sensitization to the 
characteristics of their multicultural 
communities. This was one of the 
conclusions to emerge from a series of 
regional workshops sponsored by the 
Association of Canadian Community 
Colleges (ACCC) between January 
and May, 1990. 

The workshops explored the variety 
of programs related to multi- 
culturalism operating at various 
colleges across the country. A 
bilingual publication describing some 
of these programs and services in 
detail is currently under preparation. 

It will also present information 
gathered through the ACCC’s national 
survey of colleges and institutes, 
including a discussion of issues raised 
and conclusions reached on the basis 
of the survey data. By providing this 
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Diversity and unity 


With the words “Proud to be 
Canadian — Diversity and Unity,” the 
League for Human Rights of B’nai 
Brith is promoting a new symbol of 
human rights for all Canadians. It is a 
lapel pin that features four men and 
women of different origins holding 
hands — a human circle representing a 
vision of Canadian society with racism 
eliminated. 

The pin is the League’s answer to 
the offensive racist pins that have been 
marketed in Canada over the past year. 
(See “Equality Rights Committee,” 
Together, vol. 1, no. 2, p. 7). It was 
also intended to stimulate media 
interest in anti-racist movements. The 
League is making sure that the pins 
are widely available, distributing them 
through “grassroots” networks as well 


ACCC: New initiatives 


resource, along with an addendum 
report summing up the strategies 
discussed at the workshops, the ACCC 
hopes to increase awareness of the 
need for further development of 
services and programs that meet the 
needs of a diverse clientele in commu- 


nity colleges throughout the country. 


as directly to federal, provincial/ 
territorial and municipal decision- 
makers. The objective is 
to build support for 
the concept that 
multiculturalism is 
an integral 
feature of 
Canadian 

society. 

The League 
for Human Rights 
of B’nai Brith is a 
national voluntary 
association that is 
dedicated to fighting racism 
and bigotry. Its goals are to support 
human rights for all Canadians, 
improve inter-community relations, 
and eliminate racial discrimination and 


Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada contributed funding support 
for these initiatives. 

For more information, contact 
ACCC, 110 Eglinton Avenue West, 
Toronto, Ontario M4R 1A3, 

(416) 489-5925. 


anti-Semitism through public educa- 
tion, community action and the 
provision of legal advice and 
action. 
The “Diversity and 
Unity” lapel pins are 
. selling for $1.00 each, 
an amount charged 
solely to cover produc- 
tion costs. (A tax 
deduction receipt is 
available for donations 
that exceed the cost of 
the pin by $5.00 or more. 
Postage and handling charges 
are extra.) To order, contact your 
League regional office, or the national 
headquarters, (416) 633-6224, 
Fax (416) 639-2159. 
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A uniquely Canadian service 


Some 40 years ago, two Toronto 
women attended a lecture by a Cana- 
dian airman that would change their 
lives. John Gellner was a pre-war 
refugee who had arrived from 
Czechoslovakia and joined the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. He spoke about 
the plight of the displaced 
persons coming from 
Europe, about the frustra- 
tions and the isolation of 
not being able to speak 
English. What helped to 
save them, he said, were 
the “ethnic” newspapers, 
which were among their 
few sources of informa- 
tion. 

After the lecture, 
Peggy Jennings and 
Barbara Osler decided to 
take action. With advice 
and assistance from appropriate media 
representatives, they formed Canadian 
Scene, the only non-profit, multilin- 
gual news and information service in 
North America. Canadian Scene has 
been published continuously every 
two weeks since 1951, and now has a 
readership of some three million 
people. 

When Canadian Scene began, there 
were about 70 papers being published 
by ethnocultural groups and about 150 
broadcast programs. Editors pay for 
their own typesetting but they can 
reprint without charge any articles 
which appear in the newsletter. For 
many of these publications, Canadian 
Scene is their main source of Canadian 
content. 

The newsletter was first published 
in seven languages, mostly those of 
Eastern European countries. Now it 
appears in Chinese, English, Finnish, 
German, Greek, Hindi, Hungarian, 
Italian, Korean, Polish, Portuguese, 
Slovak, Spanish, Ukrainian and Urdu; 
15 languages in all. Within a few 
years, funds permitting, Punjabi and 
Vietnamese may be added to the list. 
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John S. Crosbie (left), Presi 
Ben Viccari, Managing Editor 


Canadian Scene describes its goal 
as that of informing new Canadians, in 
their mother tongue, of Canadian 
achievements, culture, customs, 
geography, history and laws, as well 
as the rights, opportunities and 
responsibilities inherent in Canadian 


dent; 


citizenship. The information comes 
from many sources, including news 
releases, press conferences, other 
publications, and leads suggested by 
the freelance translators or journalists 
who write for the newsletter. Ideas 
and suggestions also pour in from 
members of the Board of Directors, 
and from the Advisory Council. 
Managing Editor Ben Viccari says he 
would have no trouble putting 
Canadian Scene out once a week with 
all the information that is available. 

Canadian Scene believes that ethnic 
audiences are concerned with a full 
range of issues, including the environ- 
ment, health, immigration, employ- 
ment equity, the need for intercultural 
harmony — anything, in fact, which 
may affect their lives. Any single 
issue may contain articles of historical 
interest, government announcements, 
profiles of individual Canadians who 
have made a significant contribution 
to multiculturalism, and information 
pieces on subjects ranging from 
nutrition through natural gas conver- 
sion to the impact of automation on 
Canadian workers. 


Funded mainly by Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada, Employment 
and Immigration Canada, External 
Affairs and the Government of 
Ontario, the newsletter also receives 
revenue from individual donations and 
from the private sector. The President 
of Canadian Scene is author, play- 
wright, humourist and broadcaster, 
John S. Crosbie. He stresses the need 
to generate increased funding from the 
private sector, and to convince 
business and industry of the invaluable 
service the newsletter performs for 
them by helping to orient present and 
future employees coming from other 
countries. 

Interest in Canada is also growing 
overseas, and Canadian Scene is 
currently considering an international 
outreach program. The idea came 
initially from the publisher of the 
Chinese Canadian Daily in Toronto, 
who suggested that the newsletter 
could be sent to Chinese publications 
in places such as Hong Kong, 
Singapore and Taiwan. Eventually, 
Ben Viccari would also like to see it 
available in every Canadian embassy 
and consulate abroad. It’s already 
popular reading at the Canadian Club 
in New York. 

When Barbara Osler died last year, 
she and Peggy Jennings had been 
involved with Canadian Scene for 38 
years. Peggy Jennings has now 
stepped down as President, but she 
holds the position of Honorary 
Chairperson. 

Canadian Scene is a way of com- 
municating Canada’s multicultural 
identity, and linking Canada’s people. 
Publishers of ethnocultural publica- 
tions and producers of ethnocultural 
radio or television programs can get a 
free subscription to Canadian Scene 
by applying on their letterhead. 

For more information, write to 
Canadian Scene, 2 College Street, 
Suite 305, Toronto, Ontario 
MSG 1K3, (416) 921-9424. 
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Manitoba’s policy for 
a multicultural society 


In pursuing the goals of the 
Canadian Multiculturalism Act, and 
demonstrating its continuing commit- 
ment to the ideals of multiculturalism 
and equality, the federal government 
has introduced three other key pieces 
of legislation. All are moving toward 
passage: 

+ Bill C-18, to formally establish the 
Department of Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship, has been passed in the 
House of Commons, received second 
reading in the Senate and is now 
awaiting third reading and Royal 
Assent; 

e Bill C-37, to create a Canadian 
Heritage Languages Institute, is now 
awaiting third reading in the House of 
Commons. The proposed Institute 
would provide a national focus for the 
teaching of heritage languages by 
supporting the promotion of such 
languages, as well as greater informa- 
tion exchange, the development of 
teaching skills and materials, network- 
building and research. 

¢ Bill C-63, to establish the Canadian 
Race Relations Foundation, has 
received second reading in the House 
of Commons and has begun commit- 
tee review. Working with all seg- 
ments of society, including voluntary 
organizations, business, labour and 
public institutions, this Foundation 
would undertake activities aimed at 
eliminating racism and racial discrimi- 
nation in Canada. 


Manitoba’s new multicultural 
policy is based on three fundamental 
principles: pride, equality and partner- 
ship. 

“These principles lay the ground- 
work for a partnership that will have 
the potential of leading us to the 
multicultural ideal,” said Minister of 
Culture, Heritage and Recreation, 
Bonnie Mitchelson, when she pre- 
sented the policy to Manitobans last 
May 15. Since then, the Minister has 
been meeting with ethnocultural 
groups across the province to ex- 
change ideas on developing a 
multicultural act, which would provide 
the legislative basis for a multicultural 
partnership in Manitoba. 


The new policy represents a formal 
recognition of Manitoba’s 
multicultural face, and the implica- 
tions of this for all of the govern- 
ment’s activities. It affirms the 
government’s continuing commitment 
to the success, harmony and prosperity 
of Manitoba as a multicultural society, 
and supports all Manitobans in their 
efforts to build on the strength of their 
varied cultural experiences, skills and 
aspirations. 

The policy springs from the govern- 
ment’s view of the multicultural ideal. 


Instead of a collection of separate 

societies, Manitoba is understood as a 

single society — united by shared 

laws, aspirations and responsibilities 

— within which persons of various 

backgrounds have: 

¢ the freedom and opportunity to 

express and foster their cultural 

heritage; 

¢ the freedom and opportunity to 

participate in the life of the broader 

society; and 

* the responsibility to abide by and 

contribute to the laws and aspirations 

that unite the society. 

Three fundamental principles 

underlie the new policy: 

¢ The cultural diversity of Manitoba is 
a strength and a source of pride 
to Manitobans. 
+ Manitobans, regardless of 
culture or religion, have a right 
to equal access to opportunity, 

| to participation in all aspects of 

the life of the community and to 
respect for their cultural values. 
¢ The opportunities of the 
multicultural society will best be 
realized through partnerships 
within communities and with 
government. 

These principles will be 
supported by government action: 
¢ In a recent initiative, Mani- 
toba has formally designated a 
Minister responsible for 

Multicultural Affairs. 

¢ A Multicultural Secretariat will be 
set up. Its responsibilities will include 
identifying priorities for action and 
fostering community partnerships. 

¢ The Minister of Multicultural 
Affairs will establish an outreach 
office to provide practical assistance 
to groups and individuals dealing with 
the Manitoba government. 

¢ The Manitoba Intercultural Council 
will be an active partner in consulta- 
tions concerning the development of 
the proposed multiculturalism act. 
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Red Deer students promote understanding 


“.. like a multitude of timeless 
voices telling him loudly or softly that 
he is intellectually, emotionally, 
physically and morally inferior.” 
That’s how E. Thornhill, writing in 
Currents, describes the kind of 
discrimination that some visible 
minority students in Canada experi- 
ence. 

Now more than 50 students have 
banded together in Red Deer, Alberta 
to fight such discrimination. STOP 
(Students and Teachers Opposing 
Prejudice) is an after-hours school 
group that promotes acceptance and 
understanding of other cultural groups, 
and encourages students to stop 
noticing differences and start making a 
difference. 

The club was formed after an 
Alberta high school teacher read his 
students a poem he’d written about 
society’s apathy to racism. The 
teacher, Darren Lund, was later to 
receive the first Alberta Human Rights 
Award on STOP’s behalf. 

Student groups like this one help to 
dispel the idea that multiculturalism is 
reserved for “ethnic” groups only, and 


to bring the issue of racial intolerance 
directly into the mainstream. Students 
hope to see a network of STOP 
chapters formed in their province, and 
eventually across the country. 

With the help of a grant from 
Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, the 
students recently 
produced STOP maga- 
zine and distributed it to 
every school in Alberta. 
STOP has also raised 
money to sponsor a 
Honduran foster child, 
written letters to win the 
release of political 
prisoners, and held 
province-wide poster 
and poetry contests. 

One of the group’s 
most ambitious projects 
was STOPFEST, a human rights and 
multicultural festival which featured 
the showing of Cry Freedom, a visit 
by Jacob Motswaledi of South Afri- 
ca’s African National Congress, a 
multi-ethnic buffet, and community 
displays. In addition, elementary 
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From the ground up in Nova Scotia 


If today’s children are tomorrow’s 
hope to end racism, then special 
events such as the Atlantic Regional 
Conference of the Canadian Associa- 
tion for Young Children area good § 


place to start. Attended by many of fy 


the region’s early childhood 
educators and elementary school 
teachers, the Conference focused 
on the need to address racist 
attitudes and prejudices in 
all aspects of the school 
curriculum. 


“Racism won’t just go away,” says 
conference director, Dr. Jane 
Norman, “but there is hope for 
a new generation.” 

Along with educating 
teachers about racism, 
the conference demon- 

strated some practical 
ways of communicating 
these ideas to very 
young children. The 
sessions covered a 
variety of topics, 


schoolchildren in Red Deer have been 
treated to drama productions produced 
and performed by STOP members, 
who also give “prejudice awareness” 
talks to school classes and community 
groups throughout the province. 


Darren Lund feels privileged to 
work with these committed students. 
“Their continuing efforts to share a 
message of understanding and accept- 
ance of differences between people 
can be an inspiration to us all,” he says 
proudly. 


including using unbiased and non- 
discriminatory language in the class- 
room, coping with cultural differences 
in schools and organizing presenta- 
tions from different ethnic groups. 
About 300 people attended the 
conference, held in Truro, Nova Scotia 
June 8 and 9. Featured speakers 
included Dr. Karen Mock, national 
director of the League for Human 
Rights and President of the Canadian 
Multiculturalism Advisory Commit- 
tee, Glenda Redden, a multicultural 
consultant for the Nova Scotia Depart- 
ment of Education and Dr. Marie 
Hamilton of the Black Educators 
Association of Nova Scotia. 
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From Concordia and McGill 


Much of Montreal’s vibrancy 
comes from the many cultural and 
linguistic communities that have made 
the city their home. Over the years, 
Concordia University has provided 
programs and services for large 
numbers of part-time and immigrant 
students. Indeed, the university 
administration’s mission statement 
embodies a clear commitment to 
multiculturalism. 

In 1988, Concordia established a 
Multicultural Task Force to support 
this commitment. Specifically, the 
Task Force has set out to: 

* promote, within the university 
itself, the strengths of its own 
multicultural faculty 
and student commu- 
nities; 

* respond to the 
needs of Montreal’s 
widely varied 
linguistic and cultural 
groups by providing 
appropriate educa- 
tional resources and 
Services; 

e draw on 
Concordia’s own 
team of experts, who 
come from a range of 
multicultural back- 
grounds, to provide support to 
Montreal-area corporations and 
institutions; and 

* sponsor multicultural events, so that 
area children can see the range of 
opportunities Concordia provides for 
multicultural interests and back- 
grounds. 

The ten volunteers who make up 
the Task Force represent a cross- 
section of the University’s commu- 
nity. They include members of the 
faculties of sociology, commerce, 
engineering and fine arts, as well as 
non-academic staff and students of the 
International Ethnic Students Organi- 
zation. Summer students, supported 
by Challenge ‘90 grants, have assisted 
the Task Force with research and the 
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creation of data bases of resources and 
contact people. 

Up to now, the Task Force has 
taken a low profile. Its current volun- 
teer resources are still quite limited, 
considering the many needs of 
ethnocultural communities in the city 
and in Concordia itself. However, the 
Task Force has spent the last two 
years profitably, working out a 
number of practical options for 
carrying out its mandate. Currently on 
the table is a proposal to create an 
Office of Multicultural Affairs that 
could promote and support the 
University’s multicultural commit- 
ment to addressing cross-cultural 
issues, as well as 
providing a reference 
and resource centre. 

McGill University 
has also identified a 
number of areas for 
action relating to 
multicultural issues. In 
its draft Framework of 
Action, the university’s 
Task Force on Priori- 
ties underlined the 
importance of develop- 
ing a strategy to 
address the needs of a 
multilingual and 
multicultural student population. Now 
formulated, the strategy’s main 
objectives are: 
¢ to promote the learning of French 
and English as a second language; and 
* to equip students with language 
skills that would enable them to 
function effectively in a multilingual 
and multicultural milieu. 

With these goals in mind, the task 
force has requested that the universi- 
ty’s Academic Policy and Planning 
Committee assess the language-related 
problems of francophone and 
anglophone students. The committee 
will also conduct a review of course 
offerings, particularly those adminis- 
tered by the Faculty of Education. 


Multicultural Creed 


We believe | in tu of all le 


whatever culture they are from and 
that everyone. has eat rene 


We believe that everyone Should share : 
_ in the wealth of Canada and we are 


enriched by other cultures. 


We believe that we should ine a - : 
other, whatever race or nationality we — 
are and that God loves us the same. : 


We believe Canada i is a ‘great country . 
because of our acceptance of people 
from many backgrounds. 


We believe that we should celebrate: _ 


_ our differences and not feel threatened . 


by different cultures. 


We believe that different languages _ 
are an important part of our world, we | 
should not prejudge people, no two” a 


people are the same, that their looks : 


do not determine who they are, and 


that different cultures and languages — 
capes the variety of our world. 


We bene God put us alli in this 

world to make it beautiful and we 
should welcome eae from < all . 

over the world. . 


We believe that all people should 
great each other as they youd want to 
be treated. . 


We believe that eventually every … 
will believe these things. 


Grade 5 
Prince of Peace School 
Scarborough, Ontario 
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Nous tous un soleil 


Nous tous un soleil is a Quebec 
organization for intercultural educa- 
tion that emphasizes the recognition of 
similarities between people, rather 
than their differences. It works mainly 
at the primary and secondary school 
levels, but its audience also includes 
university students and the wider 
community. 

This year, Nous tous un soleil — 
which, roughly translated, means 
“We’re all one under the sun” — has 
brought its program of music, dance, 
puppet theatre, dramatization and 
audio-visual presentations to more 
than a dozen schools. In an emotion- 
ally intensive week, Nous tous un 
soleil animators go into the schools, 
spending 45 minutes a day with the 
students. As the days go on, children 
begin to recognize their cultural 
diversity, to grapple with it, and to 
link it to international developments. 
Finally on the fifth day, everyone — 
including the teachers — participates 
in a show. 

“Over the week we see how each 
student becomes the ‘ambassador’, the 
creator of his own culture,” explains 
Norma Lopez, Director General of 
Nous tous un soleil. “But more 
importantly, we watch them discover 


themselves as individuals, not as 
representatives of any particular 
culture.” 

The eight-year-old organization 
works hard at demystifying culture 
and ethnicity. “These things can 
differentiate human beings and keep 
them apart,” says Norma Lopez. The 
ten educators and animators at Nous 
tous un soleil come from all 
over the world, including 
Africa and Cambodia. 
All have degrees in 
education, and many 
are also artists and 
musicians. During 
the week-long pro- 
gram, students learn to 
sing in four languages: 
French, Khmer, Spanish 
and Creole. 

Nous tous un soleil has also devel- 
oped dramatizations for secondary 
school students, often in conjunction 
with other multicultural organizations. 
“Kilalo”, which means “little bridge” 
in Swahili, has had 86 performances in 
four provinces, and has even crossed 
the sea to France. It was produced in 
cooperation with Club Deux-tiers, 
Jeunesse du Monde and a Quebec 
theatre group, Milles- Tours. 


ee ea 
Action 90 a success 


Action 90, a symposium sponsored 
by the province of British Columbia in 
conjunction with B.C.’s Advisory 
Committee on Cultural Heritage, has 
helped to raise public awareness and 
understanding of issues affecting 
multicultural British Columbia. The 
purpose of the event was to contribute 
to the setting of objectives for 
multicultural development in B.C., 
and to improve communications 
among residents of the province. 

About 200 delegates attended the 
June 1990 symposium, representing a 
cross-section of decision-makers from 


all parts of B.C. Their discussions 
focused on a range of issues, includ- 
ing: employment equity and access to 
opportunities in the workplace; 


In working with children, Nous tous 
un soleil has discovered that focusing 
on differences usually invites negative 
comparisons. However, when asked 
to focus on similarities, the children 
work hard at looking for positive ones, 
because they form a reflection of 
themselves. “Our objective is to make 
children free to pursue valuable 
interpersonal relationships,” 
explains Norma Lopez. 

Nous tous un soleil has 
recently prepared a 
proposal for a year-long 
school program 
mVOlving teachers, 
administrative staff, 
parents and students. 
This move reflects the 
group’s belief that 

intercultural education projects 
are needed at every level of the 
community. 

For Norma Lopez and Nous tous un 
soleil, the name of the organization 
says it all. “It explains the idea that 
we are all human beings above all, 
despite our particularities,” she says. 

For more information, contact 
Norma Lopez, Nous tous un soleil, 
7378 Lajeunesse Street, Montreal, 
Quebec H2R 2H8, (514) 279-1366. 


educational development; media 
portrayal of cultural diversity; race 
relations; cultural traditions and 
changing family values; and the 
untapped resource of ethnocultural 
business. 

A report on Action 90 is being 
prepared for review by the Provincial 
Secretary and the Advisory Committee 
on Cultural Heritage. For more 
information on the symposium and the 
Multicultural Program of the Ministry 
of the Provincial Secretary, contact 
Michael Leigh, Executive Director, 
(604) 660-2395, Fax (604) 660-1150. 


13 


COAST TO COAST 


minorities, racism awareness training, | insights and designing sensitive 
P D OF! LE facilitating community access to responses to the realities faced by 
services and monitoring the imple- students and their families. Its five 
: mentation of the race/ethnic relations | chapters explore such topics as the 
Enid Lee: policy. nature of anti-racist education, the 
A woman of letters Enid Lee’s work in Ontario’s importance of “equalizing the partner- 


schoo] system led to the publication of | ship” between school and community, 
“Letters to Marcia: A Teacher’s Guide | the use of curriculum to eliminate 
to Anti-Racist Education.” The racist ideas and ways of assessing the 
premise of this book, which discusses | difficult question “how anti-racist are 
situations commonly your student services?” 
faced by teachers, is As a member of the Ontario 
that anti-racist educa- Provincial Advisory Committee on 
tion is not special or Race Relations, Ms. Lee contributed 
compensatory educa- to a draft document entitled “The 
tion, but simply good Development of a Policy on Race and 
education. Inher own | Ethnocultural Equity.” In another 
words, it is “education | recent project, she helped to design an 
which is liberating for | educational program for health care 
us and for our students, | providers in Ontario. Her interest in 
and by extension, for employment equity led to Ms. Lee’s 
the whole society.” appointment as a Commissioner with 
Explaining why she | the Task Force on Access to Profes- 
built the book around a | sions and Trades in Ontario. 
series of letters to a teacher, Marcia, Enid Lee continues her struggle for 
Ms. Lee says she saw the potential for | anti-racist education and organiza- 
dialogue and for building bridges of tional change while working as 
solidarity between teachers in various | consultant to government ministries 
parts of the country who struggle to and agencies across Canada. She 
provide anti-racist education. believes that combatting racism is the 
“Letters to Marcia” never presumes | only way to achieve true 
to give answers to the challenges that | multiculturalism. 
daily confront Canada’s multicultural 
schools and communities. Instead, the 
book offers directions for asking the 
right questions, developing new 


“You must be wondering where 
anti-racist education fits in with the 
hundreds of other requirements that 
are laid on teachers. The burden will 
be lightened if we 
recognize that anti- 
racist education 
points the way to a 
sound and equitable 
education for students 
of all races and 
cultures.” (“Letters to 
Marcia”) 

Enid Lee, who 
wrote these words, is 
a woman of talent, 
imagination and 
energy, and she uses 
all three in the service of her commu- 
nity. Ms. Lee’s special areas of 
interest are education and employment 
equity issues as they relate to differ- 
ences in language, culture and physi- 
cal appearance. 

A former educator in the West 
Indies and in metropolitan Toronto, 
Enid Lee has a history of active 
involvement in community and 
professional associations concerned 
with race relations. Her graduate-level 
academic studies have had a dual 
focus: examining expressions of 
identity in Caribbean literature, and 
exploring the challenges of teacher 
and anti-racist education in a 
multicultural/multilinguistic environ- 
ment. 

Building on this background, Ms. 
Lee has been at the forefront of 
several initiatives aimed at tackling 
the challenges of racism in a = 
multicultural society. Recently (1985- . 
1989), she was Supervisor of Race/ 
Ethnic Relations with the North York 
Board of Education. There, her major 
responsibilities were wide-ranging: 

Û employment equity for visible 
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Alaine Skoreyko: 
Teaching awareness 


“The best way to eliminate dis- 
crimination is to help children develop 
a good attitude toward their own and 
other cultures.” This was the convic- 
tion that led now-retired teacher 
Alaine Skoreyko to 
develop a unique 
approach to teaching, 
one that emphasizes 
intercultural under- 
standing and aware- 
ness. 

It was 1975 and 
Calgary was marking 
its 100th birthday with 
a year of celebrations. 

Ms. Skoreyko’s fellow 

teachers in the elementary school 
where she taught felt that studying the 
history of the city would be a good 
way to commemorate the event. 
However, she opted for a different 
approach, suggesting to her grade 5 
students that it would be fun to learn 
about present-day Calgarians. 

The project was so successful that it 
led to the establishment of the Society 
for the Prevention and Elimination of 
Discrimination and Stereotyping 
(SPEDS), with the students them- 
selves developing the concept, name, 
motto and logo under Ms. Skoreyko’s 
guidance. SPEDS has been growing | 
ever since. It was officially adopted © 
by the Calgary School Board in 1986 
and schools throughout Alberta.hav 
made it partoftheir .%&§ 
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materials developed by teachers and 
highly qualified curriculum writers. 

In four distinct phases, the program 
helps children to develop self-esteem, 
recognize similarities, understand 
differences and learn to share. Ms. 
Skoreyko makes the point that SPEDS 
is a comprehensive method of teach- 
ing, and not just an add-on to an 
established curriculum. According to 
her, the idea of multicultural education 

can be introduced into 
any subject area, at any 
grade level, at any time. 
She stresses that this 
includes music, art, 
language arts, physical 
education, and not just 
social studies. 

Teachers and schools 
outside of Alberta, and 
even abroad, have shown 
interest in SPEDS. 
Sixteen schools in 

Toronto’s East York are presently 
piloting the program, and workshops 
introducing SPEDS have taken place 
in British Columbia, Saskatchewan 
and Quebec. Enquiries have also come 
from the United States, and teaching 
materials have been sent as far afield 
as Thailand and Israel. 

Alaine Skoreyko’s former students 
praise the SPEDS program. Many say 
it opened their eyes to different 
cultures and ways of life. Janice Park 
is one who feels the course was an 


excellent learning experience when 
she was a grade 5 student in 1975, 
mainly because she was at such an 
impressionable age. Her former 
teacher agrees wholeheartedly. 
“Stereotyping and discrimination is 
something that kids learn,” she says. 
“Experts have said that you can start 
teaching children as young as two how 
to be fair. By the time they are in 
grade 7 it may be too late, because by 
then attitudes are set.” 

Ms. Skoreyko’s outstanding efforts 
in promoting intercultural awareness 
were recognized when she received 
the 1988 Alberta Human Rights 
Award. Although now retired from 
full-time teaching, she remains active 
and enthusiastic. As a part-time 
Human Rights Commissioner for 
Alberta, Ms. Skoreyko travels 
throughout the province, often making 
speeches on human rights at universi- 
ties and schools. She is also involved 
with Interculture Canada, an interna- 
tional student exchange program. In 
1987, she herself spent three months 
teaching English in high schools in 
Thailand with the program, and now 
orients groups of students visiting 
Canada from other participating 
countries. She is also actively in- 
volved with CARRD — Citizens 
Against Religious and Racial Dis- 
crimination. 

Despite all these commitments, Ms. 
Skoreyko continues her work with 

SPEDS. In Ottawa this November, 
she will speak on the program to 
the national conference of the 
ian Council for 


Partners 


One of the ways Multicultur- 
alism and Citizenship Canada 
works towards the goal of 
achieving equality for all 
Canadians is by joining forces 
with different sectors of 
society. 

In each issue of Together, 
we will highlight one of these 
partnerships in action. This 
issue looks at two initiatives 
that have been undertaken 
cooperatively in the field of — 
education. 


eee eee 
A chance to give 


When A Chance To Give/Une 
chance à donner began in 1987, it was 
intended as a one-time-only initiative 
—a month-long series of 
workshops and performances 
with a multicultural focus for 
elementary and high school 
students from Ottawa and 
surrounding areas, including 
Quebec’s Outaouais region. 
Things went so well that 
year that organizers decided 
to repeat the program in 
1988 and to operate it year-round 
beginning in September of 1989. 

The sessions are designed to 
demonstrate the richness of Canada’s 
multicultural diversity to students, and 


to provide them with opportunities to 
deepen their awareness and under- 
standing as well as share experiences 
and ideas. The program 
also gives a chance to 
artists and community 
resource persons from 
various disciplines and 
cultures by providing 
support for their work, a 


rewarding interaction 
with the students. Artists who take 
part are expected to be much more 
than “cultural ambassadors.” Instead 
of simply demonstrating their skills, 
they have to create situations that 


OECD studies on education 


Canada’s membership in the Paris- 
based Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) enables this country to share 
in some exciting research. For several 
years, the Centre pour la recherche et 
l’innovation dans l’enseignement 
(CERI) has been gathering data and 
information on “Education and 
Cultural and Linguistic Pluralism” 
(ECLP) in OECD-member states. The 
ECLP project, which is scheduled to 
conclude this year, involves a cross- 


16 


case analysis of studies carried out in 
various OECD countries, including 
Canada. 

Recent educational literature has 
examined structural relationships 
between minority students (the 
dominated group) and mainstream 
students (the dominant group) within 
the school environment. It holds that 
the success or failure of the individual 
student is influenced by many interac- 
tive factors that shape and colour the 
educational experience. Specifically, 


readymade audience and 
the promise of lively and 


enable the students to draw on their 
own creativity. 

Local artists on the roster for the 
1990-91 academic year include: 
¢ Dario Domingues, a musician 
with roots in Argentina, who uses 
flutes and percussion instruments from 
other countries to explore the tradi- 
tional origins of contemporary sounds; 
¢ Haitian novelist and poet 
Jacqueline Beagé-Rosier, who 
teaches students to create and perform 
their own poetry; 

+ organic recycling artist Liba David, 
who teaches students how to create art 
from plants, other organic materials 
and discarded items; 

¢ artist Naz Ikramullah, who works 
with students to explore cultural 
expression in the visual arts. 

Out-of-town artists who will 
perform during the upcoming year 
include: Malian-Canadian drummer, 
Yaya Diallo; East Indian classical 
dancer, Menaka Thakkar; and David 
Gon, a native folksinger from the 
Northwest Territories. 

Schools registering for workshops 
and performances are charged a fee. 
Further funding for the program is 
provided jointly by Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada, the Ontario 
Ministry of Citizenship, the Ontario 
Arts Council and the Regional 
Municipality of Ottawa-Carleton. 


the literature suggests that any discus- 
sion of the performance of minority 
students must involve a shift in focus 
to include what are termed “structur- 
ally relevant and deeply-rooted 
sociopolitical variables.” It is on these 
ideas that the ECLP project is based. 
Two case studies from Alberta from 
part of Canada’s contribution to the 
project. Both studies dealt with 
schools that offered English as a 
Second Language (ESL). Conducted 
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The first 9000 copies of 
Globalchild, a rich multicultural 
resource for those who work with 
young children, sold out in just three 
weeks! 

But there’s now a limited second 
printing, so if you order quickly, you 
may be able to get one. 

Globalchild is a book that provides 
early childhood educators, community 
workers, and parents with activities 
and programs that can be used in a 
multicultural educational setting. A 
project of Health and Welfare 
Canada’s Child Care Initiatives Fund, 
Globalchild includes: 

* an annotated bibliography of 
multicultural books, tapes and films — 
all available in Canada; 

¢ directions for preparing authentic 
recipes, and for making and using the 
toys, games, and musical instruments 
of different cultures; and 

¢ folktales, finger-plays and songs 
from various countries. 

Globalchild is available from 
Maureen Cech, the Project Coordina- 
tor. A single book (English only) 
costs $14; if you order more than 25 
copies, each book costs only $12. 
Make your cheque or money order 
payable to Globalchild and include 
$1.50 per copy to cover postage and 
handling costs. Write to: Globalchild, 
Multicultural Resources for Young 
Children, 44 Gwynne Avenue, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 1W9, 

(613) 722-0994. 


eee eas 
New catalogue 
for educators 


Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, the National Film Board 
(NFB) and a private distributor have 
teamed up to publish a catalogue of 
the multicultural instructional materi- 
als produced by the NFB’s educational 
wing. 

Although there have been various 
multicultural productions over the 
years, no comprehensive catalogue has 
ever been available for educators. 

This colourful new guide outlines the 
content of more than 35 such produc- 
tions — many of them award-winners 
— as well as the format (filmstrips, 
cassettes, videocassettes), suggested 
age or grade ranges for audience, 
release date, and the order number and 
cost. 

The market for this catalogue is 
mainly the classroom, via teachers, 
school boards, resource centres and 
public libraries. Subjects include 
immigrant experiences, human rights 
and Canada’s multicultural heritage. 
There are also films to help Canadian 
children understand where they fit into 
their nation’s history. Teacher’s 
guides, containing scripts and follow- 
up activities, accompany many of the 
productions. 

The new catalogue is available free 
of charge from: McIntyre Media 
Limited, 30 Kelfield Street, Rexdale, 
Ontario M9W 929, (416) 245-7800. 


SHOWCASE 


Into the Mainstream 


In Toronto last May, a day-long 
conference explored how visible 
minorities, audible minorities (those 
with speaking difficulties) and people 
with physical or developmental 
disabilities are portrayed in Canadian 
film, television and radio programs. 

“Into the Mainstream,” organized 
by ACTRA (Association of Canadian 
Television and Radio Artists) and the 
Ryerson Theatre School, was moder- 
ated by journalist and producer Ann 
Medina. The conference featured live 
and taped performances by “minority” 
actors and panel discussions on 
subjects such as casting guidelines and 
demographics. 

The conference was designed to 
increase awareness of the growing 
market of minority groups across 
Canada, and the issue of fairness in 
competing for work. It was aimed at 
broadcasters, advertisers, casting 
agents and producers; however, 
organizers report that there was very 
little representation from the first two 
groups. 

As part of the same initiative, 
ACTRA has published /nto the 
Mainstream, the first edition of a 
biennial directory of Canadian per- 
formers who fall into the three minor- 
ity categories identified. The directory 
is intended for ad agencies and film 
producers looking for cast members, 
preferably to work in roles that 
transcend the stereotypes. The 
directory is available free of charge 
from ACTRA. To order your copy 
write to: Donald Hale, ACTRA, 
2239 Yonge Street, Toronto, 

Ontario M4S 2B5. 
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SHOWCASE 


family treasures from around the world. 


A handmade shawl from India, a 
carpenter’s plane, an Arabic bible and 
a citizenship certificate were among 
the family treasures Canadian children 
displayed when Raisa Gorbachev and 
Mila Mulroney visited the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization in Hull, 
Quebec during the state visit last May. 

“Family Treasures: Voices of 
Memory,” a joint initiative of 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada and the museum, was so 
popular with young and old alike that 
it was held over by popular demand. 

It began with a single classroom in 
Aylmer, Quebec. Jean Bruce, oral 
historian in the History Division of the 
museum, took her family treasure — a 
well-worn blanket — to a grade 5 
class and explained that her father had 
bought it for her in England, uncertain 
of what hardships the Second World 
War would bring to his family. 

Students talked to their parents and 
their grandparents and brought in their 
own treasures, sharing stories of their 
importance with classmates. The child 
who brought the shawl from India 
learned that her family had grown and 
spun the cotton before weaving and 
embroidering it into the delicate 
heirloom. 
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Young Canadians show Mila Mulroney and Raisa Gorbachev their 


Front (left to right): Charles Nadeau, Kevin Cheung, 
Christopher Pollack, Martin Ramzy Hanna, Marie Liakina, Nadia Cetoute 


Four area school boards are now 
involved in the Family Treasures 
program. The museum display 
included 30 handmade “‘treasure” 
books researched and written, in 
French or in English, by 4th to 8th 
grade students from Ottawa and Hull. 
Each book includes one page for every 
treasure, with photographs of students 
and their finds along with a descrip- 
tion of the treasure’s history, in the 
student’s own words. 

For many of the over 900 children 
who took part in the project, this was 
an exciting way to discover history 
and share their own family heritage. 

Representatives of each participat- 
ing class received a certificate of 
participation from Multiculturalism 
and Citizenship Canada and the 
Museum’s “Treasures” book at an 
awards ceremony held in April. A 
full-scale exhibit of selected treasures 
will be developed for display in the 
Children’s Museum in January 1991; 
an educational television pilot and a 
“Family Treasures” briefing kit will 
be developed, so that teachers in 
classrooms across Canada can help 
students share their heritage and have 
fun while learning. 


Helping adult newcomers to 
Canada learn English at home is the 
object of a television series produced 
by TVOntario in cooperation with 
Canada Employment and Immigration, 
Television Language Training Inc. of 
Ottawa, and Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada. 

“How do you do? Learning 
English” is a series of weekly half- 
hour programs teaching English as it is 
spoken in daily Canadian life. The 
program’s star is CHIPS, a recently 
created human-like robot, who is also 
learning the language and customs of 
his new world. The series features 
entertaining lessons on topics such as 
handling emergencies, banking, 
weather, sports, hospitals and the 
workplace. 

Programs will be aired at several 
different times each week so that 
learners can see all lessons, no matter 
what their personal schedules are. 

This series can be watched free of 
charge. However, those who register 
for the course may purchase a view- 
er’s package as an aid to following the 
sessions. The package includes audio- 
cassettes with listening and speaking 
exercises and a studyguide featuring 
preparations for each program, 
exercises, lessons on language usage, 
grammar and Canadian expressions. 
Video cassettes of these programs are 
also available for purchase. 

To register for the course and order 
the viewer’s package, telephone 
967-1402 in Toronto, or outside 
Toronto, call 1-800-268-1121. 


SHOWCASE 


ÉRIC EE ea 
Diversity gets air time 


Up to now, television programming 
in Canada has given only limited 
recognition to the ethnocultural 
diversity of our population. For 
example, broadcasters who are visible 
minorities are still the exception to the 
rule. However, starting this fall, 
Vancouver and several Canadian cities 
will be able to view “Diversity,” a 
weekly half-hour series featuring 


Vancouver’s ethnocultural communi- 
ties. 

Supported by Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada, “Diversity” will 
bring the positive aspects of multi- 
culturalism to the screen and air 
informed discussion on issues that 
may be causing community tension. 
The goal is to build acceptance of 
people’s differences, as well as a 
greater appreciation of Canada’s 
cultural diversity. Instead of dwelling 
on “ethnic” food and exotic costumes, 
this program will present multicultural 
news items, in-depth reviews of 
current affairs and studio interviews. 
It will also promote upcoming ethnic 
community events. 

Creating and producing this series 
serves another important goal — that 
of building a broadcasting workforce 


that is representative of Canada’s 
make-up. Organizers hope that the 
professional training opportunities 
provided by this series for members of 
Vancouver’s visible minorities will 
help them to find further work in the 
field. 

Hosted by Blu Mankuma, a well- 
known area actor who has starred in 
many television and movie features, 
“Diversity” is co-produced by the 
CBC and Damn Good Productions. 
The 13-part series is scheduled to 
begin airing in Vancouver on Septem- 
ber 22, 1990 at 10:00 p.m. At the time 
of writing, negotiations were under 
way to bring the show to other 
Canadian communities. 

For more information on “Diver- 
sity,” contact Ken Coach, Executive 
Producer, (604) 662-6697/6696. 


OECD, from page 16 


during the spring of 1989, the Alberta 
studies involved an investigation of 
the school’s environment, structure 
and staff (academic and non-aca- 
demic), students and community 
liaison officers. Data were gathered 
through a combination of interviews 
and examinations of records, reports, 
staff questionnaires and classroom 
observation. 

In considering those approaches 
which appeared to facilitate the 
empowerment of minority students, 
the Alberta case studies focused on 
three structural elements: 

* cultural/linguistic incorporation (for 
example, instructional patterns and 
incorporation of minority students’ 
languages and cultures into the school 
program); 

* community participation (for 
example, teacher support and encour- 
agement for the involvement of 
minority parents; community collabo- 
ration in school decision-making); and 
+ pedagogy (for example, instruction 
that encourages active participation; 


reciprocal interaction between the 
minority student and the teacher, and 
between the minority student and 
other students). 

The hypothesis of both studies was 
“that the introduction of innovative 
strategies relative to linguistic and 
cultural incorporation, community 
participation and pedagogy in schools 
with ESL programs results in the 
improved performance of ESL 
students.” 

To test this, the following proposi- 
tions were considered: 

* teachers’ attitudes to minority 
languages and cultures influence the 
attitudes and performance of ESL 
students; 

+ the school’s acknowledgement of 
minority languages and cultures within 
the curriculum has a positive influ- 
ence; 

¢ parental involvement in the school 
facilitates ESL students’ educational 
and social integration; 

¢ second-language development is 
enhanced by experiential approaches 


that actively use written and oral 
meaningful language; and 

¢ students’ progress is enhanced 
socially and academically where 
curriculum content is adapted to 
respect and reflect the ESL students’ 
cultures. 

The case studies found that the two 
Alberta schools, McDougall Elemen- 
tary Junior High School and St. 
Catherine Elementary Junior High 
School, were adjusting well to the 
challenge of providing ESL instruction 
and were encouraged to further 
explore their understanding of ESL 
instruction. 

The final report of the ECLP 
project will identify and analyze 
innovations that have helped to 
improve the educational results 
obtained by minority ethnic children, 
as well as the conditions under which 
such innovations have succeeded. 
Government representatives and 
experts will then examine the conclu- 
sions of this report at an international 
conference. 
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SHOWCASE 


Parental Encouragement, Ethnicity 
and Ethnogenerational Transmission 
of Education, by Fernando Mata, 
(English), 1989, 15 pp. Using data 
from a 1982 ethnogenerational survey 
conducted in Metropolitan Toronto, 
the author tests his hypothesis that an 
offspring’s educational attainment is 
the joint result of parental family class 
and parental educational encourage- 
ment. The author concludes that there 
is a positive correlation between 
parental encouragement and the 
parents’ schooling, and that the child’s 
level of educational attainment is the 
result of both the influence of parental 
class and parental encouragement. 


L'impact sur le système scolaire de 
la présence de membres des minorités 
ethniques et raciales au sein du 
personnel enseignant de la direction, 
by Marie McAndrew, (French), April 
1988, 52 pp. This report provides a 
critical analysis of arguments used to 
support government intervention in 
balancing the representation of ethnic 
groups in Quebec’s public schools. 
The author concludes that available 
studies are inadequate to support the 
arguments for government interven- 
tion; however, she provides guidelines 
to be followed by the government 
should it decide to intervene to 
increase the number of members of 
minority groups in the school system. 


The Enhancement of Cultural 
Pluralism in Textbooks, an opinion 
presented to the ministére des 
Communautés culturelles et de 
l’ Immigration du Québec (English and 
French), June 1988, 39 pp. This 
document was developed in response 
to the Minister’s expressed concern 
that closer cultural bonds and more 
harmonious inter-ethnic relations be 
established in Quebec schools. The 
report bases its recommendations on 
an analysis of the relevance and 
adequacy of teaching materials used in 
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Quebec’s schools and consultations 
with a group of widely recognized 
educational experts. 


The Education of Minority Students 
in Banff Elementary: A Case Study, 
Volume 1, Alberta Education, (Eng- 
lish), January 1990, 32 pp. The 
purpose of this case study was to 
examine and describe successful 
community involvement and instruc- 


tional techniques used for English-as- 
a-Second-Language (ESL) students in 
the Banff Elementary School Program. 
It also shows how these aspects of the 
program can be applied in other 
communities. This study provides an 
example of a program that offers an 
array of enriching experiences from 
which any student, no matter what his/ 
her level of proficiency in English, can 
benefit with ease and comfort. 


October 19-21 

National Conference of the North- 
ern Alberta Heritage Languages 
Association, Edmonton, Alberta. 
Theme: “Heritage Languages: the 


Asset of a Dynamic Canada.” Contact: 


David Lindsay, Northern Alberta 
Heritage Languages Association, 
11010-142nd Street, Edmonton, 
Alberta TSN 2R1, (403) 474-9391. 


October 21-27 

Small Business Week. 

Theme: “Quality and productivity: 
the competitive edge.” Contact: the 
Federal Business Development Bank 
(FBDB) in your area or 
Multiculturalism Secretariat, 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship 
Canada, Ottawa K1A OMS, (819) 
953-7976. 


October 31-November 3 

8th Annual Family Service Canada 
Conference, Montreal, Quebec. 
Theme: “Meeting the Challenge: 
Multiculturalism and the Family- 
Serving Network.” Contact: Michel 


Smith, Family Service Canada, 55 
Parkdale Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1Y 4G1, (613) 728-2463. 


November 3-6 

Canadian Bureau for International 
Education Annual Conference 1990, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. Theme: “Inter- 
nationalizing the Campus and the 
Community.” Contact: Mary Kane, 
Canadian Bureau for International 
Education, 85 Albert Street, Suite 
1400, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 6A4, 
(613) 237-4820. 


November 22-24 

4th National Conference of the 
Canadian Council on Multicultural 
and Intercultural Education 
(CCMIE), Ottawa, Ontario. Theme: 
“Multicultural, Intercultural and Race 
Relations Education: Taking Owner- 
ship.” Contact: Ravida Din, Canadian 
Council for Multicultural and 
Intercultural Education (CCMIE), 316 
Dalhousie Street, Suite 204, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1N 7E7, (613) 233-4499. 


Together is published four times a year by Multiculturalism and 
Citizenship Canada. Your comments and enquiries are invited. Please 
address all correspondence or requests for additional copies to: 


Together 
Communications Branch 


Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada 


Ottawa, Canada 
K1A OM5 
(819) 997-0055 


The opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the 
views or policies of Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada. 
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